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INTRODUCTION

AIMS

The PhD project aimed to characterize plastic and microplastics pollution in coastal marine-
and land-based areas applying strategies based on:

1) the monitoring of plastic and microplastic in biotic and abiotic matrices of the Conero area,

i) the introduction of novel bioindicator species such as insects and macroalgal forests in
order to estimate the distribution and the bioavailability of plastic pollutants in coastal, marine
and shrubland ecosystems,

iii) the investigation on possible biological effects associated to biobased polymers compared
to conventional plastics.
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